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Why God Gives To Us 

At its heart, giving is a natural expression of love. Friends do it. Lovers do it. Parents do it. Even 
children do it – is there anything more meaningful than the squashed daises offered up by the 
grubby hand of a toddler? Even in the terrible twos, they know giving is an expression of love. We 
give presents to those we love. 
 

The Bible says that “God gives to all mortals life and breath and all things,” so that “in [God] we live 
and move and have our being” (Acts 17:25, 28). A psalmist says, “O, Lord how manifold are your 
works!…The earth is full of your creatures…They all look to you to give them their food in due 
season…When you open your hands, they are filled with good things” (Psalm 104:27-28). Jesus says 
that the Father in heaven gives “good things to those who ask” (Matthew 7:11). 
 

The word for this “giving” is grace. In the gospels we see Jesus living a life of generosity – giving of 
himself in every way: welcoming those pushed to the margins, eating with outcasts, teaching, 
healing, supplying food in a situation where it seemed there were few resources. Jesus embodied 
love and shared this love freely. Earliest believers understood his death as radically self-giving.  
 

Why does God give these things to us? Because God love us and there is an intrinsic connection 
between giving and love. Perhaps the best known verse of the Bible says, “For God so loved the 
world that he gave…” (John 3:16). 
 

God gives because God loves. God gives to us because God loves 
us. And when we give our offerings to God as an act of worship 
we reflect that love. We love God back. 
 

The Stewardship season in the life of the church gives us all the 
opportunity to reflect on God’s love for us and how we will 
respond and reflect that love in the coming year. Thanks be to 
God for all the love which flows around us and through us. 
 

There comes a day when we understand that all is of grace, that 
the whole world is a gift of God, a completely generous gift. We 
see each flower, each drop of water, each minute of our life as a 
gift of God. [God] gives them to all, both to those who know [God] 
and to those who are ignorant of [God]. 
 
– Paul Tournier, Meaning of Gifts(Richmond: John Knox Press, 1963), p. 59 
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Bells of Praise: Thursdays at 6:30 pm Women’s AA:    Sundays at 7:15 pm,  
                             Tuesdays at noon 

Choir Rehearsals:  Sundays at 9 am Closed Meeting AA: Thursdays at noon 

Monday Study Group:  Mondays at 10 am Prez Deadline for December:  November 17 

 SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 2 

 

  

3 ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 4 5 6 7 8 9 

9:15 Church School 
10 am Communion 
11:15 Refreshments 
 

1 pm 
Monday 
Painters 

7:30 pm 
Christian Ed 
Meeting 

9 am Art 
Class 

   

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

9:15 Church School 
10 am Worship 
11:15 Refreshments 

1 pm 
Monday 
Painters 

 9 am Art 
Class 
6:30 pm  
Movie Night 

  9 am 
Building Rental 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

9:15 Church School 
10 am Worship 
11:15 Brunch 

1 pm 
Monday 
Painters 

6:30 pm 
Scouts 
7:00 pm 
Session Mtg. 

9 am Art 
Class 
6:30 pm 
Scouts 
 

  11 am 
Memorial 
Service for 
Patti Ellis 
 

24   CHRIST THE KING 25 26 27 28 29 30 

9:15 Church School 
10 am Worship 
11:15 Refreshments 
and Cornerstone Bake 
Sale 

1 pm 
Monday 
Painters 

6 pm Scouts  
Fair Trade 
setup 

Thanksgiving 

 

 
Fair Trade 

Market 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Liturgist Reader Hostess Deacon 

3 DPC Children Children Sue 
Kilgallon 

Steve Zayas 
10 Tricia Hertz Nina Nichols Midge Trivers 
17 Bob Lowry Beth Walthall Steve Zayas 
24 TBD Nate Cady Midge Trivers 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

Church School 
 

 
 

Again this fall, our children will be serving in 

the liturgy as readers and helpers.  Our 

children will also make three special 

presentations.  Please note these key dates 

when our children will be more active in 

worship: 
 

Nov. 3  Children assist in worship 

Nov. 17 Children present story 

Dec. 15 Children present pageant 
 

Parents are invited to stay during church 

school for fellowship, coffee and refreshments 

before worship begins. 

 
 

Bible Study 
 

The Monday Morning Study Group has begun 
meeting on Mondays at 10:00 am.  We will be 
studying the gospel of John.  All are welcome!  
We meet in the library. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Adult Education 
 

Advent in Narnia 

 
 

Delmar Presbyterian church 
invites you to a new study 

experience... 
Advent in Narnia! 

 
Nov. 13 @ 6:30pm movie night 

"The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe" 

Followed by a discussion 
 

Nov 20, Dec 1, Dec 8, Dec 15 
@ 3:45pm and 6pm 

a 4 week book study with 
“Advent in Narnia” 

 
Dec. 7 @ 4-6pm 

an interactive event with crafts,  
food, and more... 

 
Coming soon:  Look for more informtion, 
signup sheets and books in the narthex. 
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DEACONS 

 

 
 

1 Abigail Dasari 

1 Carolyn Tweedie 

4 Greta Hertz 

4 Seamus Root 

4 Bodie Root 

5 Moses Torres 

6 Henry Fleischut 

9 John Moser 

12 Bob Lynk 

15 Archie Munro 

18 Linda Miller Lowry 

21 Bill Garvey 

26 Lynda Spielman 

27 Brian Krzykowski 

27 Bill Storrs 

28 Ella Cady 

28 Peggy Mull 

 
 

Deacons’ Sunday 
 

 
 

In November we partner with the Outreach 

committee to support the Thanksgiving Baskets 

that we provide for many local families in need. 

The first Sunday of the month is Deacons' 

Sunday. Blue envelopes are in the pews for your 

gift at any time. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

WORSHIP 

 

Narrative Lectionary  
Readings for November 

 
 

 
 

The Prophets Promise a Messiah 
 
11/3   All Saint’s Sunday 
Elijah and Elisha 
1 Kings 18:20-39 
Elijah at Mt. Carmel 
 
11/10 
Minor Prophets 
Hosea 11:1-9 
God’s passionate love,  
God’s wayward children 
 
11/17 
Isaiah and Hezekiah 
Isaiah 5:1-7, 11:1-5 
Isaiah’s vineyard song 
 
11/24  Christ the King Sunday 
Jeremiah and Josiah 
2 Kings 22:1-10 (14-20), 23:1-3 
Josiah’s reform and renewal 
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

 

Memorial Service for Patti Ellis 
 
The church is always very generous in 
supporting Memorial services and 
Receptions for our members. 
 

For the Reception for Patti Ellis, we will need: 
Nov 22 at 4 pm - Set Up 
Nov 23 at 9:30 am - Complete the set up and 
food/drink set up. 
Nov 23 - Help with serving and clean up for 
the reception. 
Cookie bakers needed - drop off at church by 
10 on Nov 23. 
 

If you are able to help in any way for the 
Memorial Service and Reception for Patti Ellis, 
please let Nancy Braaten know, or contact the 
church office. By letting us know, we can 
better plan the people/food needed and not 
have too many or too little. 
 

Ladies Who Care  

 
 

Circle the date!! 
 

On Wednesday, December  4th , we will gather 
for a pot-luck luncheon and carol sing.   There 
is no November meeting. 
 

Come and join us for 
food, fun, fellowship and song. 

 

FINANCE 

 

Thanks for Giving Luncheon 
Nov. 17 

 

 
 

T H E  S T E W A R D S H I P  C O M M I T T E E  

&  T H E  D P C  L E A D E R S H I P  

Invites you to a 

T H A N K S  F O R  G I V I N G  L U N C H E O N  
Catered by 333 Café  

Giving Thanks for you, 
Giving Thanks for God’s Goodness 

And Giving in Faith Together 
 

Sunday, November 17th 

After Worship 

In the Fellowship Hall 

Please RSVP to the church office  

by November 6th 

518-439-9252 or by email: 

office@delmarpres.org 

 
 
 

G.I.F.T. 

Time 
Talent  
Treasure 
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OUTREACH 

 

We are once again filling Thanksgiving Bags 
for needy families in our five local elementary 
schools and at Arbor Hill Elementary School 
in Albany. The families have been chosen by 
the school nurse in each building – 5 families 
from each local school and 15 families at 
Arbor Hill. 
 

The bags are in the 
narthex. Please take a set 
of bags and write your 
name on the list next to 
the number of your bags. 
You’ll have two bags, one 
donated by Shoprite, one 
donated by Hannaford. 
Tear off the shopping list stapled to the outer 
bag and please follow the list as closely as you 
can – item-wise and size-wise.  (The bags at 
Arbor Hill are placed in a room all together; 
families need to see that they are identical). 
 

You are buying the non-perishable items.  
Please distribute them between the two bags.  
The bags will not be full. On distribution day 
we place the refrigerated and perishable 
items in the bags just before delivery.  Shop 
where you wish. Your cost for the list will be 
between $25 and $30. 
 

This is a HUGE help toward providing a 
happier Thanksgiving for our neighbors in 
need! THANK YOU! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Black Friday Fair Trade Market 
 
 

 
 
 

It’s coming – once again we’ll host The Fair 
Trade Market on Friday and Saturday, 
November 29 and 30. Great shopping for a 
great cause! All of the vendors represent 
artisans who receive fair wages for their 
labor. In many cases these artisans are 
women and the resources they earn improve 
their lives, the lives of the children and their 
community. You can help by setting up, sitting 
at the DPC table, making treats for the cantina 
or serving in the cantina. Look for signup 
sheets in the narthex.  

 
Lawn Signs for Fair Trade Market 

 
You can help spread the news! We need more 
private lawns for sign placement near heavily 
traveled areas.  Know someone? Ask your 
friends - perhaps they know an owner of a 
house where our signs will be more visible. 
Get their permission to help this great event.  
Then contact me - I'll supply the signs.  
 

Sue McCreary 518-258-1205 
suemcrider@gmail.com 
 
 

The Outreach Box 
Many in our congregation are involved in 

ministries outside the church. Are you - or do 
you know someone - who is doing good out in 

the community? Would you consider 
submitting a short paragraph describing the 
work for inclusion in the weekly DPC Mission 

Box in the bulletin?  Submit to Pastor Karen at 
pastorkaren@delmarpres.org 

 
 

mailto:suemcrider@gmail.com
mailto:pastorkaren@delmarpres.org
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SESSION 

  

Highlights of the October 15, 2019 

Session Meeting 

The Stewardship Committee was present to 
discuss the upcoming activities for the 
Stewardship Campaign, and presented the 
logo for the campaign.  The committee 
announced there will be a catered lunch on 
November 17 following worship.  All 
members are invited.  
 

The Nominating committee chair explained 
that calls have been made to members to fill 
vacant Elder and Deacon positions. Also, an 
announcement may be made during worship 
to solicit involvement. There was a brief 
discussion whether or not we need 12 Elders. 
Anyone interested in serving as an Elder or 
Deacon should contact Dave Rees. 
 

The Administration committee met with an 
insurance broker to review our current 
insurance policies. They also met with the 
Personnel Committee regarding our sexual 
misconduct and abuse policy and our child 
protection policy. With the advice of an 
attorney and an insurance broker, Session 
adopted the 2016 Albany Presbytery’s sexual 
misconduct and abuse policy and the 2016 
Albany Presbytery’s child protection policy.  
The recommendation was also made to keep a 
record each Sunday of all children attending 
church school and adults involved, and that 
the RPM’s should sign- in for each activity. 
  
The Buildings and Grounds committee 
informed Session that a quote was obtained 
for modifying two doors in the nursery to 
include windows. In addition, two doors in the 
teen room and a church school room will be 
replaced. A quote was also received for the 
removal of the tile floor in the sanctuary. A 
discussion followed about covering the floor 

instead of removing it. It was the general 
consensus that we should be pursuing various 
options for covering the floor and involve the 
Worship Committee regarding any renovation 
work in the Sanctuary.  Also, 12 chairs with 
arms will be purchased.   
 

The Congregational Life committee outlined 
the various activities that will take place this 
Fall.  The committee will be assisting with the 
reception following the service for Patty Ellis 
on November 23. Session approved the 
purchase of regular table clothes at a cost of 
$250 to replace the plastic disposable table 
clothes. This will save money, and help to 
protect the environment.  
 

The Finance Committee reported that the last 
month has been a good one for pledges 
received; however, we are slightly below 
where we should be for this time of the year. 
Written reports were received for the period 
January 1 to September 30.  
 

Outreach submitted reports outlining 
activities during September and October.  
 

The Personnel committee reported that job 
descriptions for staff have been updated. 
 

The Communications committee submitted a 
written summary of the committee’s recent 
efforts. A discussion followed regarding 
liturgists wearing a wireless headset. This will 
be provided and will be optional.  
 

 Pastor’s Report:  Rev. Pollan presented the 
idea for placing time, talent, and treasure 
cards in the pews for people to fill them out 
and place them in the offering plate if they 
choose to do so.   She is making plans for her 
sabbatical next year.  
   
Session also approved the following items at 
the meeting: 

 Approve minutes from the September 
session meeting  

 Communion November 3 pew service 
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 Approve Cornerstone Ministry selling 
desserts and treats in November for 
their mission trip 

 Approve RPM’s selling wreaths in 
November for their mission trip 

 

A Session retreat was discussed which will 
take place January 10-12.   

 
The next Session meeting was established for 
November 19 at 7 p.m.  
 

 
Satisfy your sweet tooth 

for a good cause! 
 

On Sunday November 24 members of 

Cornerstone Protestant Campus Ministry 

at the University at Albany will be hosting 

a bake sale at our church.   
 

Get your favorite baked goods – pies, 

breads, cookies, brownies, and more!  Eat 

up for a good cause!  The money raised 

will underwrite the cost of their Winter 

Break Service-Learning Trip to Panama 

City, FL to help rebuild homes destroyed 

by Hurricane Michael.  
 

 
 

 

 

Beautiful Handmade  
Christmas Wreaths 

 
What: Beautiful, fresh evergreen wreaths 

handmade by the RPMs. 

When: Wreaths will be available for pickup 

after church on Sunday,  

                          December 1st 

Cost: $30.00 for a wreath with festive bow, 

only 

$35.00 for fully-decorated wreath 

Order:  Orders will be taken after service on 

Nov. 3rd by the RPMs OR drop your 
order form in the RPM mailbox at 
church or email Beth at 
RPMsYouthGroup@gmail.com  

 
Please Print 

Name______________________________________ 

 

Church____________________________________ 

 

Telephone No.______________________________ 

 

Email 

Address____________________________________ 

 

_________ wreath(s) with bow only ($30 each) 

 

_________ wreath(s) fully decorated ($35 each) 

 

Total enclosed $____________ 

 

Please make checks payable to 

“RPM Seniors” 
 

 

Order Soon!  

Limited Number Available 

 

mailto:RPMsYouthGroup@gmail.com

