
June 20, 2020 

Dear Church Family, 

We have been going through an unprecedented time in our nation’s – and the world’s – history. 
All of us have been impacted in some way. We hope you and yours are healthy and secure. The 
church leadership wants to share our plans for the summer and beyond, along with our 
reasoning for making those decisions. 

Where we have been 

Since the middle of March, DPC’s worship, study, fellowship and meetings have been taking 
place virtually. The church is alive and at work even though we haven’t been able to gather in 
person. We are so very thankful for the ways in which our church, although dispersed, has also 
been deployed doing good (check out the end of the letter for some of the ways DPC has been 
a blessing). 

And, of course, we miss gathering in person. 

Our concerns 

Perhaps you are seeing that some churches in the area are 'reopening’ their buildings in some 
fashion and wonder when we will do so. As you may imagine, this has been and is THE topic at 
leadership meetings. 

Here are the concerns that have driven our decision making: 

1.       The coronavirus is still with us and there is not a vaccine or highly effective 
treatment 

2.       The greatest level of risk is proximity and time (being in an enclosed area – like 
a church building-- for an extended time – like a worship service) 

3.       Additionally, singing has been demonstrated to increase the amount of minute 
particles in the air (worship services contain a lot of singing) 

Plans for the summer and going forward 

·         Through the end of July worship will be online only. 

·         In August we plan to experiment with live-streaming worship. This will be a controlled 
opening of around 12 people or so to lead the streaming service. We will still be able to share 
videos of our friends reading scriptures and leading worship by projecting the videos on the 
screen. The live-streaming worship will be recorded and then posted on the website, Facebook, 
and through email links. 



Maybe you are wondering about the possibility of worshiping on the front lawn of the church. 
The Task Force and the session has decided not to pursue this for the following reasons: 

·         Outside amplification is problematic 

·         We worry that physical distance will be difficult to maintain (for children and adults alike – 
we want to be close!) 

The plan for September and beyond is to be determined. It may be that we may try worship 
with small numbers. However our concern is that most experts are warning that the coronavirus 
infections will surge in the fall. So we will wait and see. 

 Next Communication 

The task force and session will continue to meet over the summer to monitor the information 
about the virus to determine when in-person worship is safe. You can expect to receive an 
update from leadership in late July. 

However worship, study and fellowship occur, Delmar Presbyterian Church will be alive, 
following Jesus, doing our best to continue Christ’s work. 

You can contact any of the Task Force, your session or your pastor with questions or concerns. 

Together we are one in Christ, held together in God’s love through the power of the Spirit. 

Blessings, 

The Covid 19 Task Force: David Andersen, Elder Nancy Braaten, Jack Braaten, Deacon Sarah Carroll, 
Dan Lewis, Elder Laura Scott, Carol Scott, Elder Ed Taft, Pastor Karen 

The 2020 Session: Clerk of Session Ravi Bolleddu, Nancy Braaten, Matt Cooper, Irene Harbison, Tricia 
Hertz, Nina Nichols, David Rees, Laura Scott, Lynda Spielman, Ed Taft, Moderator Pastor Karen 

DPC dispersed and deployed doing good 

·         Acts of compassion - several of our church family shopped and ran errands 
for those staying strictly quarantined; we’ve made masks for those who need 
them; members have stepped up to help others get up to speed with technology 
so they can connect through Zoom to Bible study and fellowship time (a particular 
shout out to Jack Gajewski and Matt Cooper) 

·         Compassion through Outreach - has responded to and coordinated support 
for increased needs expressed by several of our outreach partners including Unity 
House, Family Promise, South End Children’s Cafe, and the local food bank 

·         Deacons share compassion by assisting those with ongoing needs 



·         Christian Education opportunities on expanding our knowledge and 
commitment to environmental justice and racial justice is ongoing and growing 
through special studies and committees 

·         Worship is still taking place; we have reason to be thankful and hopeful. A 
very special thanks to Elder Laura Scott who has been so faithful and creative in 
providing the video for our worship services and keeping our Facebook and 
website up to date and relevant; another special thanks to the Cady family – a 
highlight of our weekly worship has been their ‘Children’s Time;’ we’ve been 
blessed with special music from as far away as the United Kingdom and Boston; 
scripture readers have sent videos from Canada, the state of Florida and the city 
of Rochester and we’ve enjoyed our children (and others) leading us in the Two 
Great Commandments and in the Lord’s Prayer. 

  

 
DPC’s Mission Statement 

 
To be a vibrant congregation,  

growing in our faith,  
living out the Two Great Commandments, 

 energized by God’s love. 
 


